BICESTER HERITAGE SUNDAY SCRAMBLE – 7th January 2018
It’s dark at 6.30am, at the beginning of January. Very Dark !
Still, dedication to our “Healey” needs, determined that a small group of keen Healey enthusiasts should rise at this hour, in order to
leave our houses, by 7.30am and meet up, for a planned B-Road drive across the county, to Bicester. The first drive of 2018.
My long-time mate, Andy, had been allowed to stay over with us. He brings wine and flowers, for Mrs. G, so I suspect this is partly the
reason why he’s welcome. He is to be my co-driver for this year’s Le Mans Classic and this was his first time, at the wheel of the Sprite.
We opened up the garage and Andy jumped in to the driver’s seat and made himself comfortable. The Sprite fired up almost straight
away, once he had followed the starting routine and, after we had let the engine warm, we took it round the block (so that he could
familiarise himself a bit), before heading round to the meeting point.
It was only just starting to get light at 7.30am, as we gathered the convoy. I
know that there was, in fact, a succession of these, subsequently, but the
previous night had been one of the coldest ”so far” nights, so we were all
wrapped up well. The forecast for the day, was for clear and bright skies,
over Oxfordshire, although possibly windy – which would have the effect of
making it feel colder. Still, apart from Paul (and Lee) we all kept hoods firmly
packed away.

As it had been so cold, during the night (did I mention that), there was
still quite a hard frost on the ground, as we left Witney - so we had to be
careful applying brakes and needed to concentrate on smooth steering
and acceleration, but we were in good time, so not in a hurry – and the
roads were mostly clear. Mike, making sure that we were in Red, White
then Blue order of travel – took up the rear.
Once up to speed and even with an open car, we found ourselves to be
well enough dressed, to fight the cold and it got brighter as we went. We
were heading East, into the rising morning sun, so found ourselves
blinded, on occasion, as the sun rose but was still close to the horizon.
The Sprite ran smoothly and Andy commented that it did not drive as he
had expected, being light and nimble, with positive but accurate
steering, rather than heavy – which his previous experience of older cars
had delivered. The little Sprite has narrow tyres and is a light weight car.
After a terrific, and bracing, half hour drive over to Bicester, during which
Andy got to grips with the gearbox (woops, no synchromesh on 1st), we
met up with a contingent of local Midget and Sprite Club members, so
that we could process in,
together. So – 10 Sprites drove in
to the old RAF Bomber base, on
the north side of the town and our
Witney group parked up amongst
the beautifully restored (to
original condition) buildings, of
the camp.
This event is getting more popular
each time it is held. There were
more than 4,000 people and more
than 1,000 historic vehicles
present. It was a good job that we
grabbed our coffees and bacon
rolls, straight away (I wouldn’t
have it any other way, of course)
because, as the crowds grew, with
a steady stream of interesting and
varied classic cars, it quickly
became very busy. We met up
with a few friends there and
happily wandered around, for a
few hours, with smiles on our faces – these despite it remaining very
cold, all through the day.
From Aston DBR1, to Porsche. From Bentley to Indian. MGA parked next
to Gordon Keeble and a couple of Alfas next to a tiny Berkeley 328, to
pristine and covered, in (doubtless) expensive inside storage, to running
resto – it doesn’t matter. Everyone gets on and enjoys the common
interest – the cars. All kinds of classic and unusual car.
Not only higher value classics either. We saw several
Capris, Minis, BMWs and Fiat 500s. An eclectic
collection, as Mike “the Sprite” would say.
In addition, all of the Classic Car based businesses,
located on the site, open their doors, and allow free
entry – so you get a really good idea of what goes on
there – and there is a lot to take in. Fascinating.
A great day. Andy enjoyed his first Sprite drive, Mrs. G
enjoyed the flowers and we all enjoyed the wine.
Rod

